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IN WILL WORSHIP”

Ted Thrasher

INTRODUCTION1

In the latter part of Colossians 2, beginning with verse 16, Paul
deals with some specific and practical applications of the principles
expressed in the first part of the chapter. In light of the various
exhortations and warnings, he is urging the Colossian brethren to refuse
certain things. There are four basic areas that Paul urges them to refuse:

1. They were to refuse to bow down to Jewish ceremonial
prohibitions—such things as observation of eating of meats, holy days
and keeping of certain seasons (Col. 2:16-17).

2. They were to refuse to worship inferior beings—such as
angels—instead of Christ (Col. 2:18-19).

3. They were to refuse to submit themselves to ascetic regulations,
which originated with men—such as forbidding to touch, taste and
handle certain things of the flesh—which were lawful in and of
themselves (Col. 2:20-22).

4. They were to refuse to engage in all forms of human wisdom and
will worship (Col. 2:23).

It is to this last point that we wish to turn our attention as we
examine Paul’s warning concerning will worship and some of the false
doctrines and practices which have grown out of this false concept of
worship. We will be looking at four areas in this study: 1. What is will
worship? 2. Biblical examples of will worship; 3. Will worship is not
worship in spirit and in truth; and, 4. The use of mechanical instru-
ments of music in worship is a form of will worship.
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WHAT IS WILL WORSHIP?

In order to understand the nature of will worship, we need to
understand the context in which it is mentioned. Beginning with
Colossians 2:16, Paul deals with the error of those who were trying to
bind the ordinances of the Law of Moses upon the Christians at
Colossae. Since the Law of Moses had been abolished (Col. 2:14; Eph.
2:15), and the Law of Christ was in effect, no man should be allowed
to judge a Christian for not keeping the Old Law, or allowed to try to
force one to keep the Law of Moses.

In Colossians 2:17, Paul further points out that the things of the
Law of Moses were but a shadow of that which was to come in Christ
(Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11). By insisting on keeping the ordinances of
the Old Law, they preferred the shadow or type to the actual body of
Christ.

In Colossians 2:18, Paul continues to warn them of the dangers of
being defrauded of their reward as Christians. One of the false doctrines
involved a pretended or self-imposed outward show of humility. This
type of false humility caused them to believe that they could not
approach God directly in prayer, but that there was a need to have an
angel to mediate. This led to the worshipping of angels and created
beings instead of God.

In Colossians 2:19, we see the great danger of these brethren not
holding on to the Head, which is Christ, and being separated from Him.
They were about to sever themselves from Christ by not abiding in His
doctrine and by rejecting Him as the head of the church (Col. 1:18).

In Colossians 2:20, Paul begins to draw some conclusions
concerning these matters. When they were baptized into Christ, the old
man of sin died and they had been separated from the “rudiments of the
world.” The liberty they had in Christ was being destroyed by the false
teachers who created and bound their ascetic regulations, which were
completely in opposition to the Law of Christ (Gal. 5:1).

In Colossians 2:21, Paul lists some specific things being bound on
the brethren at Colossae by these false teachers. They refused to eat and
drink certain things, which were lawful for a Christian to eat and drink,
in keeping the Law of Christ.

In Colossians 2:22, these things are described as things: “Which all
are to perish with the using.” Thus, these things were not harmful to the
human body, but some felt it would make one more spiritual if he
abstained from eating or drinking them.
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However, the things which Paul speaks of here did not come from
the teachings of Christ or the apostles, but “after the commandments
and doctrines of men.” Therefore, it did not make one more spiritual to
abstain from eating or drinking or touching a certain thing just because
these false teachers said it did. This stands as a warning to those who
try to devise their own doctrines and systems and bind them on others,
or to make others believe that they are not as spiritual if they do not act
exactly as some false teacher tells them. We are not to be subject to the
commandments and doctrines of men!

With this contextual background we can see that Colossians 2:23
is dealing with the doctrines and commandments of men which false
teachers were trying to bind upon these brethren. The phrase “show of
wisdom” denotes that these unauthorized theories and practices have an
appearance of wisdom only, but not true wisdom, which comes from
God. This passage has a special reference to the things of the Gnostic
philosophers and to their ascetic practices. They believed that the body
was intrinsically evil and thus falsely reasoned that to torture it in the
name of religion would be a virtue. But, Paul states that it had a show
of wisdom only in “will worship” or worship suggested by the human
will, instead of the will of God.

The Greek word translated “will worship” is a compound word
from ethelo and thpaeskeia. The root word of ethelo is thelo, which is
defined as, “to desire, to wish.”2 Thus, the idea is: “I desire, I wish, I
want.” The word thpaeskeia is defined as, “religious worship, esp.
external, that which consists in ceremonies.”3 Together, both words
describe worship that man desires, wishes or wants.

Thayer points out that will worship is: “worship which one devises
and prescribes for himself, contrary to the contents and nature of the
faith which ought to be directed to Christ.”4 The meaning was and is
clear, pertinent to those in the first century and now to those who insist
on being dissatisfied with the Lord’s arrangement for His church. Some
who profess to be Christians may think that just because something is
beautiful and impressive to them, that God is pleased with it as well.
However, there are things that please man’s will that are not pleasing
to God. Will worship is opposed to worship that is prescribed by God.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF WILL WORSHIP

As we examine the subject of worship there are a number of
spiritual concepts which need to be clearly understood. One of the most
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important areas is the spiritual attitude with which we approach
religious questions. Do we seek that which is revealed of God and
cannot be wrong? Or, do we seek that which we desire and then expect
God to accept whatever we offer? If we are to have true fellowship with
God, it must come from the conviction that what we do together in our
worship is right and cannot be wrong. We must have a “thus saith the
Lord” as our only rule of faith and practice. There are several examples
of will worship found in the Bible. Let us examine a few of them.

1. Cain—Genesis 4:3-5.

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And
the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto
Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very
wroth, and his countenance fell.

The implication of this passage is that God had revealed to Cain
and Abel what was and what was not acceptable to offer in worship.
Abel brought forth the firstlings of his flock, while Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground. Both brought what they had, since Cain was a tiller
of ground while Abel was a keeper of sheep. However, the Lord had
respect for Abel’s offering, but not for Cain’s.

What was the difference? Some believe that Abel had a blood
offering and that Cain did not. However, the essential difference can be
seen by an examination of Hebrews 11:4—“By faith Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” Romans 10:17 says: “So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” If faith
comes by hearing the Word of God and if Abel offered his sacrifice by
faith, then we may safely reason that his sacrifice was offered in
keeping with the revelation of God. The implication is that God
commanded the firstlings of the flock.

What did Cain do? He offered what he had and what he wanted to
offer instead of offering what God wanted him to offer. It was a matter
of Cain’s will over God’s will. The result was that God did not respect
Cain or his offering.

Knowing God’s will concerning worship, but willfully refusing to
do it is will worship—our will put in the place of God’s will. It is an
utter disregard for the commands of God and thus it is disobedience to
God’s will.
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2. Nadab and Abihu—Leviticus 10:1.

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them
his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and
offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them
not.

The word “strange” in Leviticus 10:1 means, alien or that which is
not consistent with or is opposed to. Thus, this “strange fire” which was
offered opposed the commandment of God.

Their offering was not what God had commanded. It was not
authorized, thus it was alien and not consistent with God’s command-
ment. The sin of Nadab and Abihu was that they substituted their own
desires for the Word of God. They did what they wanted or willed to
do instead of following God’s will for them. They did not respect or
abide by God’s commandments as delivered to them.

Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11 teach us the value of the Old
Testament law to show us the eternal principles of God’s will. Nadab
and Abihu stand as an example showing us that God’s commands are
not to be taken lightly or ignored. We must respect the silent authority
of God’s Word. We must respect the direct, specific commandments
without human addition, substitution or subtraction. Not following the
direct, specific command of God cost Nadab and Abihu their physical
lives. Not following the direct, specific commands of God today will
cost those who do so to lose their spiritual lives if they will not repent
and seek the Lord’s forgiveness.

3. The Pharisees—Matthew 15:7-9.

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth
me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men.

The Pharisees were one of the strictest sects of the Jews, however,
they were also one of the most disobedient to the Lord’s will. They
knew the Law of Moses, but twisted it to fit what they wanted to do
instead of what the Lord commanded. They had built their own selfish
system of worship that was based more on their own traditions. Thus,
they would pick and choose certain areas of the law, modify them
according to their own will, and offer their tradition as if it were the
Truth of God’s Word.
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We must distinguish between the Truth of God’s Word and man-
made doctrines. The danger of the Pharisees was to place their desire
and will in worship above the Word of God. Thus, they were guilty of
substituting man’s will in the place of the divine will of God and
therefore offering vain worship.

WILL WORSHIP IS NOT
WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH

Jesus said: “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:23-24).
These words were to teach the truth in relation to worship to God, i.e.,
that the true worshippers of God must worship Him “in spirit and in
truth.” Jesus taught that from the time of the establishment of the New
Covenant, the New Testament, all those seeking to worship God would
have to worship God in a definite way and according to a fixed pattern.

Christianity is the religion of Biblical authority. If one rejects the
verbal, plenary inspiration of the Scriptures and the authority of the
Scriptures, then he is rejecting God, Christ and the Holy Spirit. To
reject Christ is to reject His Word, His church and spiritual salvation,
because salvation is in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).

Biblical truth is absolute—unchangeable and eternal in nature. The
Bible teaches today just exactly what it taught centuries before any of
us were born. It has not changed despite the attempts of some to invent
false doctrines from it.

The church of Christ is a New Testament institution. The same
blood of Christ which dedicated the New Testament (Mt. 26:28; Heb.
9:14-18), also purchased the church (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25-27). The
unchangeable Will of Christ is our only rule of faith and practice for the
New Testament church (Col. 3:17).

Before the establishment of the New Testament, men employed
various acts to worship God—as is revealed in the Old Testament—but
this does not directly concern us in determining how the New Testa-
ment church must worship God. We must appeal to the Law of Christ,
the New Testament—“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. 8:2), “the perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25), as our standard of
authority in acceptable worship to God in these days.
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The church and the kingdom are one and the same institution (Mt.
16:18-19; Heb. 12:28). Despite the efforts of some false teachers in the
church to change the faith and practice of the Lord’s church, we are not
at liberty to change this unmovable kingdom—the church—to suit our
desires or ways.

If God’s Word is unchangeable—and it is—and if His Word directs
us in who we should worship and how we should worship—and it
does—then it must follow that our worship to God is also unchange-
able. We are not at liberty to change the avenues of worship which
Christ has prescribed for us in His unchangeable Will. Our worship
must be authorized by His Will in order for it to be acceptable.

The Definition Of Worship

Jesus said that “the true worshippers shall worship the Father” (Jn.
4:23). This implies that it is possible to be a false worshipper, one who
does not worship correctly or who worships other beings or things other
than the true and living God. It clearly teaches that if we are going to
be “true worshippers,” we “shall” worship God the Father. We
therefore properly recognize that only God, the Creator and Ruler of
the universe (Gen. 1:1; Mt. 4:10; Rev. 19:10) is worthy of our worship.

To properly understand this subject we must first define the word
“worship” in the New Testatment. The Greek word proskuneo is
translated “worship” 59 out of 59 times. It is the word used in our text
and it is defined:

... to kiss the hand to (toward) one, to fall upon the knees and
touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound
reverence, hence in the New Testament by kneeling or prostra-
tion to do homage (to one) or make obeisance.5

Thus, to worship God one must humble himself before Him in
recognition of the Lord’s infinite greatness, while seeking His favor,
being aware of the fact that, as Christians, we are His children and
subject to His authority.

In our text, Jesus made it clear—two times—that the true worship-
pers of God “must” worship Him “in spirit and in truth.” We need to
understand that true worship then is unchangeable in both of these
areas. Let us examine this from its two-fold perspective.

Worship In Spirit

To worship God “in spirit” is to do so with the right attitude, or
“from the heart.” David, in the long ago sweetly sang: “I will praise the
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Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the
congregation” (Ps. 111:1). The Bible “heart” is our “mind” and
includes our intellect, volition, conscience and emotions.

True worship is spiritual from and in the heart, and it involves
specific outward acts that are commanded of God. It involves under-
standing, meaning and feeling. It is possible for one to be physically
present at a worship service and still not be worshipping God because
their attitude toward worship is not correct and thus, they are not
worshipping “in spirit.” It is vital that we understand the characteristics
of worship that are truly “in spirit.”

1. Worship in spirit must be “with understanding.” Paul set forth
this unchangeable principle in regard to our prayer and singing, in
1 Corinthians 14:15, saying: “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit,
and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit,
and I will sing with the understanding also.”

To worship with understanding, we must be able to comprehend
what is said and done. We must appreciate the significance of each act
of worship, and think about what we are doing as we worship God,
instead of mindlessly “going through the motions” or mentally sleeping
through worship.

2. Worship in spirit must be orderly. Some misguided members of
the church seem to like the spontaneous approach to worship that is so
characteristic of the Pentecostal groups, and which is generally
confusing and disorderly. Some students at ACU gathered at 9 PM on
Sunday evenings for a late-night communion service. Part of this
activity was to allow students to partake of the Lord’s Supper in a
spontaneous manner, coming and going as they pleased, walking about,
talking, reading, praying, and counseling whenever they chose. This
last phrase tells the story. It is not as the Lord would choose or will, but
as they chose.

What is done in this type of spontaneous activity is confusing and
disorderly. It is not worship that is “in spirit and in truth.” For God has
commanded by the apostle Paul: “Let all things be done decently and
in order” (1 Cor. 14:40).

3. Worship in spirit is reverent, i.e. respectful to God. The Psalmist
wrote: “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to
be had in reverence of all them that are about him” (Ps. 89:7). Since we
have received “a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”
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(Heb. 12:28). Our attitude in worship is to be such that it shows our
deep respect and reverence for God.

Our clothing, language and behavior should be the very best that
we can muster, for we are in the presence of Almighty God. When we
enter into worship, we should give God the best we have, not the
common attire and language of the street.

4. Worship in spirit is sincere. We should assemble out of love for
our Heavenly Father and the desire to praise Him and commune with
Him. David expressed the right attitude when he declared: “I was glad
when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord” (Ps.
122:1). Thus, the time of worship should be an occasion of great joy
and happiness for us.

Further we are not to worship from the motive of being seen of men
or to be praised of men. Jesus taught this truth in Matthew 6:1, 5, 16.
In verse 1, He said: “Take heed that ye do not your alms before men,
to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which
is in heaven.”

However, this seems to be the motive behind those who receive the
praise of men by accepting their applause or hand clapping in worship.
When some liberal false teacher is introduced as being some great one,
and then the assembly breaks out in a boisterous round of hand
clapping, who is being honored or praised? God or man?

Where is the authority for this type of activity in the New Testa-
ment? Those who practice hand clapping in worship are doing so on the
basis of what they want and how they feel toward some man, rather
than a sincere effort to keep God’s will. It is a practice which praises
men, rather than praising God and should be opposed by all who
respect God’s will and sincere worship.

5. Worship in spirit must be edifying and without pomp or
gimmickry. One major reason we assemble is to “provoke unto love
and to good works” (Heb. 10:24-25). Paul wrote that in our assemblies:
“Let all things be done unto edifying” (1 Cor. 14:26). Every act of
worship in the assembly should be for praising and glorifying God, as
well as edifying or building up the saints, and certainly not for
entertainment or the satisfaction of the lust of the flesh or human
senses.

Special entertainment programs focused around holiday events,
such as: the birth of the Saviour services, Thanksgiving services,
crucifix and resurrection services and other types of plays, skits and
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special musical performances are efforts made by false teachers to
change the worship and teaching of the New Testament church. These
are entertainment activity that appeal to the flesh, whereas true worship
is an appeal to the spirit of man. Of course, there are some who want
worship to be what they want it to be because they desire to do as they
please in worshipping God. Remarks like, “We like it this way” or “It
sounds good to me,” indicate the desire to please self and men, instead
of pleasing God. This is a form of “will worship” or worship according
to their will, wants and desires.

Thus, worship in spirit, must be: 1) With understanding; 2)
Orderly; 3) Reverent toward God; 4) Sincere; and, 5) Edifying to be
pleasing to God. This is pleasing to God when it is done “in truth.”

Worship In Truth

To worship God “in truth” means that we must do so according to
the Truth of God’s Word, specifically as directed in the New Testa-
ment. Therefore, to be “in truth,” our worship of the Heavenly Father
must be in harmony with His will revealed in the New Testament.

In Acts 2:42, four of the five unchangeable avenues of our worship
are given. There, Luke recorded that the church in Jerusalem “contin-
ued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers.” In Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16, the
fifth avenue, “singing,” is enjoined upon us as Christians.

As we examine each of these avenues, let us remember that we are
both authorized and obligated by the unchangeable Will of Christ, to
engage in all five avenues of worship each and every first day of the
week, to the best of our ability and strength. To deliberately omit or
alter one or more of these avenues is to fail to worship God acceptably
on the first day of the week.

Further, let us also notice that two of these avenues: the breaking
of bread (the Lord’s Supper) and fellowship/contribution (giving/laying
by in store) are authorized only on the first day of the week. They are
specifically commanded to be done upon the first day of the week,
while the other three avenues (teaching, praying and singing) are
general commands in regard to time and may be practiced whenever we
assemble to worship God. Therefore, those who would attempt to
observe the Lord’s Supper at any other time than the first day of the
week—such as a weekday or at a special occasion, such as a wedding
or baptism—are violating the Lord’s will by so doing.
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1. The first avenue of worshipping in truth is the teaching and
preaching of God’s Holy Word. In Acts 20:7, when the saints assem-
bled in Troas for worship, we are told: “... upon the first day of the
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech
until midnight.” This was clearly a worship assembly, because they had
assembled in order to break bread—partake of the Lord’s supper—it
being the first day of the week.

This act of worship, from the human standpoint, involves the one
speaking (the preacher) and those listening (the assembly). In order to
be “in truth,” the preacher is required to speak the Truth of God’s
Word, not human philosophies, denominational doctrines, socio-
political messages or entertaining stories. The preacher’s obligation is
clearly given by Paul: “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine”
(2 Tim. 4:2). He is told: “[S]peak thou the things which become sound
doctrine” (Tit. 2:1).

2. The second avenue of worship in truth is giving or laying by in
store. Paul wrote: “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I
have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come” (1 Cor.
16:1-2).

This order teaches that each and every Christian should lay by in
store. The emphasis is upon the personal, individual responsibility of
each member in giving of our means to the Lord. And, our giving is to
be as God hath prospered us. The basis for determining how much to
give is revealed here. It is not a tenth of all that is earned, as some have
tried to carry over from the Law of Moses. We are to give in proportion
to how much we have been prospered. Therefore, the person who
makes or possesses more is expected to give more than one who has
less.

3. The third avenue of worship in truth is partaking of the Lord’s
Supper in remembrance of His sacrifice on our behalf. In Mathew
26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; and Luke 22:14-20, we are told of the
institution of the Lord’s Supper. Christ intended for Christians, those
in the kingdom, the church, to observe it upon the first day of the week.

As we have seen from Acts 20:7, upon the first day of the week, the
disciples in Troas came together to “break bread.” As we assemble on
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every first day of the week to lay by in store, so we are to assemble on
every first day of the week to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

Thus, as we partake, we need to examine our hearts to insure that
we are discerning the Lord’s body and not condemning ourselves by
eating and drinking unworthily (1 Cor. 11:17-34). We are to sincerely,
reverently and seriously partake of the emblems, looking back in
remembrance of the death of Jesus upon the cross, looking forward to
His coming, looking upward in thanksgiving and looking inward in self
examination. The Lord’s Supper is to be observed in the solemn
manner it deserves—not in a light, flippant or irreverent manner, as
some liberal brethren have perverted it by dimming the lights, hum-
ming in the background and treating it as a come-and-go buffet style
meal.

4. The fourth avenue of worship in truth is prayer. Prayer was an
essential part of the worship of the New Testament church, as they
“continued stedfastly” in prayer, as well as the other acts of worship.
In Acts 6:4, the apostles proclaimed: “[W]e will give ourselves
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”

Paul exhorted: “Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks:
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thess.
5:17-18). Further, in 1 Timothy 2:8, he wrote: “I will therefore that men
pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.”

Our prayers should reflect our reverent attitude toward God in
using the best and highest form of language we know. Our posture
should reflect an attitude that we truly reverence God and venerate
Him.

5. The fifth avenue of worship in truth is singing. Paul wrote: “Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). The parallel
passage, Ephesians 5:19 says: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to
the Lord.” Both of these passages authorize singing and singing only
in our worship to God.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC CONTROVERSY

The subject of mechanical instruments in worship has been the
source of much controversy in our generation. Renewed interest in this
controversy began to be stirred when representatives of the Independent
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Christian church and some of our liberal brethren began engaging in the
so-called “Unity Summits,” which started in Joplin, Missouri in 1984.
The basic area of controversy in the past was over whether this referred
to vocal music only, or vocal music with mechanical instruments of
music to accompany it. The center of the debate was focused on the
Greek word psallo, translated “making melody” in Ephesians 5:19. The
argument made by those wishing to use mechanical instruments was to
say that it was found in this Greek word. However, a number of faithful
preachers throughout the years have been convincingly able to show
that it does not include the mechanical instruments and, in fact, the
instrument with which we are to psallo or make melody in (or with) is
the “heart.” This has silenced much of the opposition over this
question.

Since those times, there have been false teachers who have
advanced the false theory that this passage does not refer to congrega-
tional worship or worship in the assembly of the saints. Of course, they
have to overlook the fact that this epistle was written to “the saints
which are at Ephesus,” and that the general tenor of the exhortations are
to the church.

Others have adopted the false theory that nothing we do in worship
is authorized of God in the New Testament. Their concept of the matter
has been that as long as the Bible is silent concerning something, then
we have liberty to do as we please in that area. They then reason that
the Bible is silent on instructions concerning congregational singing, or
on any kind of worship. Then they falsely conclude that whether we use
mechanical instruments in worship or not, is strictly a matter of
opinion. This is nothing but false doctrine of the rankest sort.

First of all, where the Bible speaks on any subject or matter of faith
and practice, we must believe it, teach it and practice it that way. Where
the Bible is silent, we have no right or liberty to do whatever we
want—we must not invent laws where God has not spoken and take
liberties with things not authorized of God.

Second, whether this passage refers to congregational singing or
individual worship is not the question. The real issue is whether our
worship is acceptable to God. In order to be acceptable, it must be
offered in a manner that is consistent with His will. God’s unchange-
able will in this avenue of worship is clear. We must offer to God
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in our
hearts—not with some kind of machine—to the Lord. Anyone
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introducing into the worship of God something that is not authorized,
is violating the will of God and, therefore, is sinning.

MECHANICAL INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC
IN WORSHIP IS A FORM OF WILL WORSHIP

Violation Of Old Testament Principle

The prophet Ezekiel wrote:

Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy
things: they have put no difference between the holy and
profane, neither have they shewed difference between the
unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths,
and I am profaned among them (Ezek. 22:26).

These priests failed to recognize the difference between the holy
and the profane, between what God set apart and the common things of
man. The principle that determines whether our service is acceptable to
God or not has to do with whether God authorized it or not. Is it the
will of God or the will of man? For any act to be acceptable to God in
worship, it has to be sanctified by the commandment of God. This
principle excludes any act of worship that is not found in the New
Testament.

False teachers are the sources of this type of will worship, which
introduces mechanical instruments of music, dancing and other kinds
of entertainment in worship. They disregard God’s Word and substitute
their will as they follow the world about us in their sinful activities.

Violations Of New Testament Law

Essentially, these false teachers disregard and violate three general
principles of New Testament law in their innovations after their own
will:

First, they violate the law of faith as the apostle Paul called it in
Romans 3:27. They do so as they choose to walk by sight, rather than
walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). However, we know from Hebrews 11:6 that
it is impossible to please God without faith and that faith comes by
hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). Paul also tells us that whatso-
ever is not of faith—does not originate from the Word of God—is sin
(Rom. 14:23).

Second, they violate the law of worship because they refuse to
worship God in spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:24). We know God’s Word is
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Truth (Jn. 17:17), and to worship in truth demands that we do so in the
name or by the authority of Christ (Col. 3:17).

Third, they violate the law of unity because they refuse to honor the
prayer of our Lord for unity, the one He offered in the shadow of the
cross in which He prayed: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (Jn. 17:20-
21). Instead these false teachers “cause divisions and offences contrary
to the doctrine which [we] have learned.” So, we are to “avoid them.
For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple” (Rom. 16:17-18). Paul clearly taught they we should not go
beyond that which is written (1 Cor. 4:6). Yet, the proponents of the
use of instrumental music in worship to God are not only doing these
things, they are leading many others to follow them in their error.

How can we solve a problem of religious authority? We do so with
the written Word of God, the Bible, the New Testament which was
given for our use specifically in this age. We solve it by applying the
direct Biblical command (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), by necessary inference
(1 Cor. 14:15), by approved apostolic example (Heb. 2:12), and by
keeping the law of exclusion. We must have a “thus saith the Lord” for
everything we believe, teach or practice in the Lord’s church.

CONCLUSION

Our Heavenly Father will accept only one kind of worship: “true”
worship. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:24). God’s Word defines and authorizes the
pattern of worship that is in spirit and in truth. Will worship is not in
spirit and truth because it rejects the will of God and follows the will
of man by presumptuously declaring it as right and good. Let us learn
God’s will, love it, teach it and practice it to the best of our ability.
And, let us resist all the efforts of those who seek to go contrary to the
will of God by practicing will worship.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Joseph Henry Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), 286.
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3 Ibid., 292.
4 Ibid., 168.
5 Ibid., 548.
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